
a  at,bat ah  aloha,father aw  tall,awful ay  vay,weigh b  by,rib ch  child,lunch d  deep,red 
e  Ted,ready ee  tree,eat f  miffed,tough g  thug,gain h  rehearse,high i  it,trim ie  time,tie 
j  Joe,edge k  caves,unkind l  Welsh,love m  miffed,dim n  when,no ng  young,sink oe  aloha,Joe 
oi  oy,toil oo  look,could ou  out,cow p  deep,pitch r  rehearse,door s  horse,incite sh  welsh,nation 
t  miffed,trot TH  the,bathed th  thug,earth ue  too,blue uh  aloha,but ur  fir,hurt v  caves,of 
w  welsh,queen y  young,annual z  caves,zoo zh  azure,beige    

 

/w l sh/ /w/ vs /wh/ /b wh n/ 
LAY, LEI /lay/ B, BE, BEE /bee/ 
CLAY /k lay/ BAY /bay/ 
SLAY /s lay/ BOO /bue/ 
SLEIGH /s lay/ KNEE /nee/ 
WAY, WEIGH /way/ NAY, NEIGH /nay/ 
SWAY /s way/ GNU, KNEW, NEW /nue/ 
WITH /wi TH/ WHACK /wha k/ 
SHE /shee/ WHISK /whi s k/ 
SHY /shie/ 

/wh/ denotes the aspirated “W” sound 
– there is an extra puff of air when you 
say it. In English, this phoneme can 
only occur at the beginning of a word. 
If you make a distinction between these 
pairs of words, you should cue the first 
with handshape 4 and the second with 
handshape 6. If you don’t, cue them 
both with handshape 6. WHIM /whi m/ 

SHALL /sha l/ WHY Y BABE /bay b/ 
LEASH /lee sh/ WHINE WINE HERB /ur b/ 
WASH /waw sh/ WHERE WEAR HERB /hur b/ 
ASH /a sh/ WHET WET CURB /kur b/ 
HASH /ha sh/ WHIT WIT VERB /vur b/ 
CACHE, CASH /ka sh/ WHETHER WEATHER CANE /kay n/ 
LASH /la sh/ WHICH WITCH MAIN, MANE /may n/ 
FLASH /f la sh/ RAIN, REIGN, REIN /ray n/ 
CLASH /k la sh/ SCREEN /s k ree n/ 
SLASH /s la sh/ Practice SCENE /see n/ 
WIFE /wie f/ ABOUT /uh bou t/ TEEN /tee n/ 
WOOF /wue f/ BUY, BY, BYE /bie/ WHEN /whe n/ 
LAW /law/ LIE, LYE /lie/ WHERE /whe r/ 
FLAW /f law/ SHOW /shoe/ WHEAT /whee t/ 
CLAW /k law/ BEAU, BOW /boe/ WHITE /whie t/ 
FLEW, FLU, FLUE /f lue/ LOW /loe/ WHIZ /whi z/ 
SLEW /s lue/ BLOW /b loe/ WHIFF /whi f/ 
WOW /wou/ KNOW /noe/ WHAT /whuh t/ 
OWL /ou l/ NO /noe/ EBB /e b/ 
FOUL, FOWL /fou l/ WHOA, WOE /woe/ WEB /we b/ 
HOWL /hou l/ LUSH /luh sh/ KNOB /nah b/ 
TOWEL /tou l/ BLUSH /b luh sh/ SNOB /s nah b/ 
MASH /ma sh/ WASH /wah sh/ BOOK /boo k/ 
SMASH /s ma sh/ BOUGH, BOW /bou/ NOOK /noo k/ 
RASH /ra sh/ NOW /nou/ BROOK /b roo k/ 
CRASH /k ra sh/ WOW /wou/ BACK /ba k/ 
TRASH /t ra sh/ BOY /boi/ KNACK /na k/ 
FISH /fi sh/ BABE /bay b/ SNACK /s na k/ 
WISH /wi sh/ BOB /bah b/ BOOM /bue m/ 
WELSH /we l sh/ LOB /lah b/ BROOM /b rue m/ 
WASH /wah sh/ BLOB /b lah b/ WEAN /wee n/ 
SQUASH /s k wah sh/ ALONE /uh loe n/ QUEEN /k wee n/ 
WHIFF /wi f/ UNKNOWN /uh n noe n/ BUY, BY, BYE /bie/ 
WOLF /woo l f/ LION /lie uh n/ HOBNOB /hah b nah b/ 
WHARF /waw r f/ NATION /nay shuh n/ FABRIC /fa b ri k/ 
WAKE /way k/ OCEAN /oe shuh n/ OBTAIN /uh b tay n/ 
QUAKE /k way k/ LOTION /loe shuh n/ EMBRACE /e m b ray s/ 
WEAK, WEEK /wee k/ NOTION /noe shuh n/ EMBRACE /i m b ray s/ 
SQUEAK /s k wee k/ BOBBIN /bah buh n/ VIBRATE /vie b ray t/ 
WORK /wur k/ NYLON /nie lah n/ INMATE /i n may t/ 
WALK /waw k/ BOA /boe uh/ INVITE /i n vie t/ 
SQUAWK /s k waw k/ LULLABY /luh luh bie/ INCITE, INSIGHT /i n sie t/ 
SQUEAL /s k wee l/ UNABLE /uh nay buh l/ CONCERT /kah n sur t/ 
SHRILL /sh ri l/ LOYAL /loi uh l/ CONVERT /kah n vur t/ 
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